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INTRODUCTION
n the world today, event tourism is one

Iof the fastest growing and most exciting
sectors of the tourism industry. Events

centres can be described as an edifice or
space constructed to meet socials gatherings
such as weddings, naming, funeral ceremo-
nies and meetings (Oludayo & Nnaman-
ni (2015). In the same vein, Randall’s (2011)
perspective of events centres was based on
the event theme, target audience, (number
] g: If;oplg), ev;nt itself and media. An events
| es is a discernable space or buildi
consftructed to meet the s}())cial needs il:fng
: S;rh]cular event. This is because it provides
1 andp e room for. socio-spatial interaction
5 uepresenlfs l'nulhple opportunities for rev-
theme and asec on their size, qbjectives,

: types (Getz, 2008; Singh, 2009;
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d road and fence contributed (67.2%,
The study, therefore, recommends : i

Randall, 2011; Etiosa, 2 .
2014). These events fo?li;?aiH]man“hh
personal or social events (wed;e mclud
day and funerals), educational ei;n B N
ca.tlonal workshops and conferen i,
ational or leisure (sports or gam ces), O
e1:ntertainment (concerts and awae:,dar}d ol
nies), cultural events (festivals, reli e
fo!klore), organizational or pz)liticgallor‘1 "
mits, royal occasions, political event g
and product launches). .
]iveESvg?t leolhas a major role.to play in th
e people and in the social geograph
of the city. For an event to be a memorabk
occasion, it must be well organized to er
sure adequate provision of venue t0 hos
guests. Ian et al. (2009) and Singh (2009) di
ferently reported that events centres is de
pendent on the event concept and audient
capacity which by no means contributes



l Padtesth of Byents Cwintros B o Metiopolis. Nigera pp 16 29

e 3
M“ #:W At A Adodisi Adimbay

Lntog tes o events centies

o | ‘
I fvents contres Horin East | llorin South

.‘ "Am'vhd\l | 3 M

b T et | @ 2

A P U sl akrovy NS
| quevess O tathure of any event. In this
ection, o any event to take place it
\\1\\1 have & target audience, a theme and a
m\t\“\ with its associated tacilities and ma-
“‘“h Getz (1997) identitied key issues to
w:““‘kmi in the chotee of an appropri-
yenue such as suit«'thllv tacilities, high
evel of hygtene, accessibility, crowd man-
gement &\‘llrif)‘.‘t‘l\\t‘l}‘.&‘lll(‘.\' responses. In
his study of wedding h‘}ll‘lh‘ll\, Dewitt (2006)
m\‘qﬂsin\i th‘e nead for a venue to have
fficent parking space, S].\.l‘t‘ldl seating for
e elderly and children, facilities for the
disabled, available convenience and chang-
ing ToomS, suitable accommodation and re-
ception area at xteasnnable dista_noes that are
capable of meeting the needs of the organiz-
ors and guests. In his contribution, Hoekse-
ma (2008) stressed that such a venue must
be cost effective and offer event facilities

and services.

In recent years, Nigerian cities includ-
ing llorin had witnessed increasing estab-
lishment of events centres. Previously, event
venues were being organized in open fields,
main roads or compounds of hosts where
guest were entertained at weddings, funer-
als, birthdays or naming ceremonies among
others. Festive periods like the Christmas,
Eld-Kabir and marriages are held in the
core areas of Ilorin city on roads which are
often blocked leading to traffic congestion.
Congestions are also being experienced in
residential areas as a result of the location
of such event in front of host’s residences.
Other implications of this development in-
dude competition with other land use that
5 mixed in manner and that distorts the
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lNorin West |  Total | Percentage
I 3 560
h 28 420

physical plan of the city. These activities
have now been replaced by multi-purpose
buildings similar to the state of art mar-
quees of different shapes, colour, design
and size known as events centres. This de-
velopment is unconnected with great inno-
vations brought about by modernization of
the event tourism.

Despite, the importance of events centres
to event management, the structure of their
spatial distribution have not been system-
atically investigated. Therefore, the specific
objectives of this study are to: (a) identify the
categories and ownership pattern of events
centres; (b) examine their locational pattern
and (c) determine the patronage of events
centres with reference to Ilorin Metropolis.

STUDY AREA

The study area for this research is Ilorin
metropolis, Kwara State, located in the
North Central zone of Nigeria. Ilorin is lo-
cated approximately on latitude 8°30" and
8°50' North of the equator and Longitude
4°20'and 4°35 East of the Greenwich Me-
ridian (Fig. 1). The metropolis consists of =
four local government areas namely parts of ]
Tlorin East, Ilorin West, Ilorin South and Asa
local government area (Fig. 2). 4

Ilorin has been described as one of the
fastest growing urban centres in Nigeria
with a projected population of 1,097,466 in_
2015 (NPC, 2015). During the precolonial
period, llorin had been a major commercial
and industrial centre involved in major craf
cottage industries such as, lantana, beas
making, pottery, black smiting and wea
ing (Adedayo & Oyebanji 1986). In the nin
teen century. llorin became a central pla
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MATERIALS AND METFl??b v i

Both primary dnt‘ii’“;_:‘:r”:l‘:j: r?,t udy, The
of data were emplayec {07 0 0 1l 2 ue
primary sources of data employec s
observations, interviews and questionn:
survey while secondary sources of dz'uta were
wide consultation of books and journals
from the library and internet search, Two-
stage approach was employed to generats
primary data, The first stage err.\}')loy,/e
observation and the use of global positioning
system (GPS) to identify categories of ev'ents
centres and purposive sampling technique
were used to select a total number of sixty-
six events centres, The second stage involves
the use of semi-structured questionnaire to
generate data from sixty-six event managers
on ownership pattern and the factors
influencing patronage of events centres.
Geographical information system was used
to create geo-database using Arc Catalog in
Arc GIS10.2 software, Spatial interpolation
of the location was used to generate pattern
of distribution. Spatial query and search
were also used as a means of testing and
.~ querying the data base. Analytical methods
. employed were maps, bar-graphs, trend
. description and explanation as wel| as
. multiple regression analysis of the variables
_ Involved. The multiple regression equation
formula has the listeq variables as shown

3 Y = number of events centres
Independent Variables:

.,

‘ ndex  (dist,
, Accessibility { nce of ”
centres o the tarred road uy 1, i)

v Distance of events centres
and attendees in metres

¥ ]
MRan.
tig

x, Percentage of events centres thas

g
fenced
x. Parking spaces in the events cory,

v Internal floor space of evenys s
accommodating guest.

x Security of events centres

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONg
This section discusses the Categoria.
events centres, ownership of eyep. 4
tres and factors influencing the Patronag,
events centres. :

Categories of events centres

A number of writers have submiteq
events centres are in different catag
(Singh 2009; Abiodun 2014). In this g
two types of events centres were ident
as shown in Table 1. These are labellg
tached and detached events centres
attached events centres are either ;a
to religious centres, hotels or guest hy
while the detached ones or standalon
usually constructed by individuals, j
tions and organizations (See Table 1 ar
ure 3). Out of the total number of i
events centres surveyed 38(58%) i
tached while 28(42.4%) are detachec
llorin East has the lowest number of
centres while Ilorin south has the:
concentration of events centres.

Ownership of events centres

The study revealed that 7 (
the events centres are owned by |
bodies; UMCA , St Joseph Cathed
manuel Baptist and St Barnbas C
while 42 (63.6%) events centres
ly owned such as Intercontinent
Hotel, Princess Luxury, Tosfol ang
(See Figure 4). Events centres o T
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The spatial distribution of events centres
in Ilorin metropolis as depicted in Figure 5
shows uneven distribution pattern. For in-
stance, in Ilorin East, the events centres are
sparsely distributed because Ilorin East is
in the peri-urban area with lower density
of population. In Ilorin South, the pattern of
distribution of events centres is linear in na-
ture being found along the well-defined net-
work of Murtala Mohammed and Ajase-Ipo
roads. They are also close to the central busi-
ness district (CBD) and as such are more ac-
z«rezs%)le to event hosts and guests. Examples

» Latara, Maryam, M and M, Atlantic pal-
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ace, Arca Santa Arena, Stella Obasanjo i,
Savannah events centres. By contras,
Ilorin West, the events centres are dispers
as a result of their proximity to the trad
tional core of Ilorin city. Generally, the stu
revealed that events centres have a line
pattern in Ilorin south, while Ilorin East:
Ilorin West have the dispersed patterr
events centres.

Factors influencing the patronage

of events centres ‘

The multiple regression analysis 4
to determine the relative importancé {
tors that determine the patronage of
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centers the area under study. The pe-
ults of the multiple regression

: analysis pe-
veal that all six independent variables were
jound to be signiicant at the specified tol.

crant level of 0.05. The variables hag a total
cumulative percentage contribution of 67.2
% in the e\-plm\ation rot the mctum il\nut‘nc—
ing the patronage ot events centres. These
variables are accessibility (x)), security (X)),
parking space (). internal floor space oct
pied (X, distance. to the tarred road
tence (x,), respectively.
Fenced events centres account for 55.9%
explanation \\t" the variance. This implies
that both individuals and vehicles were pro-
te\‘tt‘d trom misc.wams. Pf\l'king Space ap-
peared to be an integral factor influencing,
the patronage of events centres contribut-
ing 2.5 % to the variance. This implies that
events centres built with enough parking
space will allow for easy flow of traffic, and
enhances sense of security in vehicle own-
ers. The internal floor space (xs) occupied
by events centres contributed 2.5/% of the
variance factors influencing the patronage
of events centres in the study area. It is de-
duced that the internal floor space deter-

mines the facilities available such as toilets,

occu-
\,) and

S0 Borin Metropolis Nigera pp 1623
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\'Q\\p\es \'\\di\gll\g room, hotel accuomimoda
Lion i sit, among others

Moreaver, distance of the events cenities
o the users was also an lmportant vanable
that contributed to the factors mtluencing
Patronage of events centres. However, this
reason might not only apply to every Orga
Nizer rather than closeness to the road. O
ganisers could also patronize events centres
due to quality ot service rendered as well as
the cost and proximity to the patrons
This contributed 1.3 % to the factors influ-
encing the patronage of events centres (see
table 4). The implication of this result is that
organizers tend to patronize events centres
that are closer to the major roads than those
that are farther away from the major road.
Security (x) is another variable that moti-
vates the patronage of events centres in the
study area. This shows that 3.9 % of the joint
variance of factors influencing the patron-
age of events centres was as a result of se-
curity of the events centres. It further means
that accessibility index and security had sig-
nificantly explained the patronage of events
centres in the study area. Finally, Accessibil-
ity index (x,) is the most significant factor
influencing the patronage of events centres

Table 4: Factors influencing patronage of events centres.

Variables Parameter | Standard| R | R \c«m.m \P-mmgo \Cumumm
Estimate | Error ot determi- | of contri- | percentage
nation butions
Intercept 1500 | 0629 | | | | 1
1| fence 3960 | 002 [0748| 0559 | 859 | 559 | 569 |
2. | parking space 534 | 0021 |0764 | 0584 | 584 | 25 | 584 |
3 | .intemal fioorspace | 0.325 | 0.042 | 0.781 W 0609 | 609 | 25 | a;sz %
4 | dstancetousers | 3007 | 0218 | 0780 | 0622 | 622 | 13 | &
S |x, security 1176 | 0023 | 0813 | 0661 | 661 | 39 | 681 |
6 |X, accessbiltyindex | 1494 | 0221 |080 | 0672 | 672 | 14 | &2 |

. 4 Dependent variable: number of events centres. Source: Output of field survey, 2018.
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