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Foreword

The gap that exits between the group of countries of the world with advanced
economies and those in sub-Saharan Africa with poorer economies can be
traced to the differences in education between the two groups. In the former
group, schooling is made compulsory from childhood and education is given
a substantial percentage of the GDP. However, in the latter group, education
is made voluntary and a much lower percentage of the GDP is voted for
education. While transiting from colonies to independence, countries of the
latter group tended to adopt the education curricular, methods and practice
of the various colonial masters. In the past, education experts from abroad
have been commissioned to proposeé education curricula and methods. Those
curricular and methods suitable in Europe might not necessarily be suitable
for the sub-saharan Africa. Futheremore, the duration of the contact of the
experts with ehe African country being advised in rather too short. These
00 have met with varying degrees of limited success. This is because the
duration of the contact of the experts with the African country being advised
is rather too short. There is no better substitute to indigenous education
experts of African origin addressing the problems of education and offering
concrete suggestions concerning how these can be solved. They can also
formulate concrete proposals about the curricula; methods that would suit
African development. It is in the light of this that we should welcome the
new addition to the literature in education that is being provided by the
Faculty of Arts & Education, Lead City University, |badan. This book of
readings which covers the field of Education and International Relations is
published in honour of Professor Jide Owoeye 2 foremost scholar in
International Relations and an accomplished educator who now looms large
in the education sector of Nigeria. By dint of hard work, originality and self-
discipline, Professor Owoeye has succeeded in setting up a first-rate Lead
City International Schooland a flourishing Lead City University in the city of
|badan. Amodern College Pressis also established to facilitate the operations
of these institutions and provide service in the printing domain. The book of
readings itself contains a rich store of materials written as papers, articles,
reviews and research findings which cover awide spectrum of specialisation
in the fields of Education, Entrepreneurship, Economics, and International
Relations that are dear to the heart of the scholar being honored. The book
would be of particular relevance to national development in Africa because
the inspirations for the compilation of materials are provided by the
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indigenous experts of Africa. The book should be of interest to students,
scholars, teachers in the field of education, politicians, and government
agencies involved in planning and development and enthusiasts who delight
in national development. It is hereby presented with delight as a worthy
addition to every library.

Emeritus Professor Johnson B. Aladekomo
Foundation Vice-chancellor
Lead City University, Ibadan
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Preface

This book of reading in honour of Prof. Jide Owoeye was initiated during
one of the faculty board meetings and welcomed by the academic staff of
the Faculty of Arts & Education, Lead City University, Ibadan. The idea
originated in appreciation of the immense contributions of Prof. Owoeye
towards educational development in Ibadan, Oyo State and the nation at
large and also in recognition of his scholarly contributions in the field of
International Relations. In addition, one felt that being honoured all over the
place by the Royal Highness, late Oba Samuel Osundiran Odulana, Old
Students Gocernment College, |badan Boys’ Association, and several local
and international organisations, we who lay claim to being close to him or
who have one way or the other benefitted from him directly or indirectly
should in our own small way give him a scholarly honour. The book is made
up of thirty-three chapters which were contributed by scholars from different
tertiary institutions in Nigeria and outside Nigeria. The topics covered in
the book focus on education, entrepreneurship, developmental studies and
international diplomacy. The chapters encompass 2 plethora of academic
areas reflecting the interests of Prof. Babajide Owoeye. | strongly believe
that the book will be 2 tremendous academic tool for researchers in various
fields as different scholars have contributed their research work in
appreciation of this erudite scholar of international repute. Thus, it is highly
recommended for reading and consultation.

Olufemi Onweazu OKOJI, PhD
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Oil exploration activities commenced in the Deltaic region of Nigeria in the
early 1900s by 2 German entity referred to as the “Nigeria Bitumen
Corporation which started her exploratory activities in the Araromi area
of the then Western Nigeria but their activities were truncated by the
outbreak of the World War 1 in 1914 (NNPC: 2005; 1-2)- Oil exploration
activities thereafter started with the Shell D’Arcy (the forerunner of Shell
Petroleum Development Company, spDC of Nigeria) in 1937 when Shell
was awarded the sole concessionary rights covering the whole territory of
Nigeria. Their activities were also interrupted by the World War 1| but they
resumed in 1947 and with concerted efforts: after several years and
investment of over N30 million, the first commercial oil well was discovered
in 1956 at Oloibiri in present Ogbia Local Government of Bayelsa State in
the Niger Delta region-

This discovery opened up the oil industry in 1961 in Nigeria, bringing
more oil firms like the AgiP, Mobil, Safrap (now Elf), Texaco and Cheveron
to petroleum prospecting bothinon shore/offshore areas of Nigeria (Nigeria
National Petroleum Corporation, NNPC; 2005:1-2).

From then, “oil production rose from initial figures of 5,100 parrel per
day (bpd) from the first well in Oloibiri to today’s production of over 25
million bpd, even though Nigeria's OPEC quota specification is based on
2.15million bpd” (Okaba, 2008:8). Between 1956 and 1958, more oil fields
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were discovered at Afam, Bonu; Ebubu and Later Ugheli and Kokori and the
production capacity steadily increased. By this period, oil had become so
prominent that the search for more of it had intensified in various
communities in the region.

The Niger Delta region of Nigeriais richly endowed with both renewable
and non-renewable natural resources. It contains 20 billion of Africa’s proven
66 billion barrels of oil reserves and more than 3 trillion cubic meters of gas
reserves. Oil and gas resources account for over 85% of Nigeria's gross
domestic product (GDP), over 959% of the national budget and over 80% of
the nation’s wealth (Akinwumi, 2004). Paradoxically, the Niger Delta remains
the poorest region as earlier stated, due to the ecologically unfriendly
exploitation of oil and gas and state policies that expropriate the indigenous
people of the Niger Delta of their rights to these natural resources. Ironically,
this was the genesis of the series of problems that have bedeviled the region
in recent times. The Niger Delta area is defined as an embodiment of the
area enveloped by the natural Delta of the River Niger and the areas to the
East and West that also produce oil.

The natural boundaries of the region can be defined by it hydrology and
geology. Its approximate northern limits are located close to the divide into
awo of the River Niger at Aboh, while the west and eastern bounds are
located at the Benin River and Imo River respectively (UNDF 2006:19). In
terms of component states, there is always a polemic in which states actually
constitute the deltaic region referred to as the Niger Delta. As a result,
reference is made of periphery and core states. A trace of the region
thoroughly obviously indicates that states along the deltaic region are Bayelsa,
Delta and Rivers State, hence, these three constitute the core Niger Delta
states while considering the introduction of certain political and administrative
motives in the definition of Niger Delta, has culminated in the inclusion of
six (6) more states namely; Abia, Akwa |bom, Cross-River, Edo, Imo and
Ondo States. '

The Political Economy of Resource Curse in Nigeria and the Niger
Delta Crisis

Biodiversity in the Niger Delta .

The ecosystem of the area is highly diverse and supportive of numerous
species of terrestrial and aquatic fauna and flora as well as human life (Uyigue
and Agho, 2007). The Niger Delta has been declared as a key zone for the
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conservation of the western coast of Africa on the basis of its extraordinary
biodiversity (Nenibarini, 2004). It is estimated, that in Nigeria there are more
than 46,000 plant species of which about 205 are endemic, and approximately
484 plants in 112 families are threatened with extinction as well as many
animal and bird species (Salau, 1993). Another estimate is that 24 out of 274
mammal, 10 out of 831 birds and 2 out of |14 reptiles known to exist in
Nigeriaare endangered (WRI, 1992).The larger population of the Niger Delta
survive on services provided by the ecosystem; agriculture, industry, fishing,
food, drinking water, wood. shelter, medicine, employment and aesthetics.
All aspects of oil exploration and exploitation have adverse effects on the
ecosystem and the local biodiversity. Oil exploration by seismic oil companies
involves clearing of seismic lines, dynamiting for geological excavation, which
affects the aquatic environment. It causes mortality in fauna, turbidity in the
water that blockage of gills of the filter feeders in the benthic fauna, reduction
of photosynthetic activity caused by the water turbidity that reduces the
amount of sunlight penetration.

Oil and gas pipelines have been installed covering 7,000km to enhance
the distribution crude oil products to other parts of the country (Onuoha,
2008). The installation of these pipelines involved clearing large areas of
habitat to make pipeline tracks. These pipelines run across the rainforests
and mangroves with incidence of leakage and rupture and accidental
discharges. These discharges are caused by vandalism, failure of pipeline
integrity due to aging and defects in material. Most incidents of the reported
oil spillages have occurred in the mangrove swamp forest, which is one of
the most reproductive ecosystems rich in fauna and flora (Nenibarini, 2004).
Nigeria, as seen from the foregoing, was considered a prospective economic
giant in Africa with the discovery of crude oil in commercial quantity in her
territory (Oloibiri) as far back as 1958. This expectation was confirmed in
the 1970s when the country earned multimillion U.S. dollars from the sale
of this natural resource. The economic boom for the nation in the 1970s
was so much that, for ‘lack of internal projects that begged for attention and
execution,’ the |eaders't'h‘e:ij"bégan to look for poor African countries which
had need for economic aid, t6 bail out of such woes (Dode, 201 1: pg. S5
Groups struggling for independence and or freedom from apartheid regimes
in Africa got enough monetary support from Nigerian governments. The
1970s thus witnessed regime types that declared Africa as the centerpiece
of Nigeria’s foreign policy.
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In terms of the economic potentiality of the oil exploration in Niger Delta
region to the Nigerian economy; the region is said to have been the bedrock
of Nigeria's Gross Domestic

Product since the time oil was first found, and exported into the
metropolitan countries. ANEE] (2004) hinted that three of the states in the
region namely: Bayelsa, Delta and River states account for 75% of oil
production and over 50% of government revenues come from this region.

ANEE] (2004) aptly stated that the growth in Nigeria’s GDP today is
relative to the immense contributions of the oil industry since it was first
discovered. Thus, the Nigerian economy is the fourth largest economy in
Africa with GDP at current prices standing at $41.5 billion as at the year
2001 coming behind South Africa’s $112.9 billion, Egypt’s $93.5 billion, and
Algeria’s $54.6 billion (Emmanuel, Olayiwola and Babatunde 2009). Apart
from improving the country’s GDP it has placed Nigeria as one of the largest
exporters of petroleum products in the world (Ross, 2003). Even before
now, the contributions of the Nigerian oil industry had been remarkable in
the pre-doom era. g

Taiwo and Aina (1991) stated poignantly that since the discovery of oil in
Oloibiri, the Niger Delta had served as a major export zone in oil production
in Africa and the entire World. They stated that when.it was first discovered
in 1958 by Shell, oil production and exportation started ata production rate
of 5100 barrels of crude oil per day. The quantity doubled the following
year, and crude oil exports from Nigeria rose from 20 million barrels per
day in 1972 and reached a peak of 2.4 million barrels per day in 1979.Nigeria
has since then been ranked between the fifth and seventh oil producing
country in the world. Emmanuel et al (2009) pointed out that the instability
of the ranking is a function of multiple factors that do affect economic
performances of a country. A

Despite this huge and abundant wealth accruing from oil and gas
production in the Niger Delta, what has been the benefit of the donour or
host communities? s it a curse or blessing to the host communities? This is
why this paper will examine the positive and negative effects of oil exploration
in the Niger Delta to the host communities.

Oil Spills and Socio-Economic Implications

Conceptual clarifications of oil spill entail the release of a liquid petroleum
hydrocarbon into the environment owing to human activities such as oil
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exploration and prospecting (William 2002). Contributing to the conceptual
argument, Oyebémiii and Mba (2014) conceived oil spills to include releases
of crude oil from tankers, offshore platforms, drilling rigs and wells, as well
as spills of refined petroleum products (such as gasoline, diesel) and their
by-products, and heavier fuels used by large ships such as bunker fuel, or
the spill of any oily refuse or waste oil. Ol spill occurs in various ways, such
as leaks during processing, corrosion of oil pipes, poor maintenance of
infrastructure and deliberate acts of vandalism or theft of crude oil from
pipes (Agbonifo, 2016). Oil spill sites are a common phenomenon in the
Niger Delta region but multinationa! oil companies’ (MNOCGs) records and
investigations of spills in the region are heavily disputed and politically
sensitive. As it were, there are no consistent figures on the quantity of oil
spills in the Niger Delta. But it is estimated that oil spills account for as many
as 546 million gallons of oil into the Niger Delta environment over the last
five decades, equivalent of about 11 million gallons annually (Amnesty
International, 2014). Oil spills continue to occur in alarming proportion in
the Niger Delta communities, particularly in Ogoniland where the inhabitants
live in a chronic state of pollution (UNEP 201 b).

Furthermore, the UNEP (201 1); Obenade and Amangabara (2014) noted
that indiscriminate dumping of hazardous materials, oil pollutant and spills
are inimical to the immediate communities, and contaminate water and air
quality. Environmental degradation has been made plausible by weak
environmental regulations and poor enforcement mechanisms of the Nigerian
state. Agbonifo (2016) pointed out that, most Niger Delta communities,
particularly the Ogoniland and its adjoining communities are surrounded by
water, thus oil spills on water imply that fishing, which is a2 major means of
livelihood, is completely eroded by looming poverty: The structure and
composition of the Niger Deltaregion is such that about 75% of the inhabitant
depend mainly on their immediate environment for subsistence, thus making
the region one of the world’s most severely petro|eurh impacted ecosystems
(Ajibade and Awomuti 2009; Ogbonnaya 201 1). Several decades of oil spills
that is yet to be properly cleaned up has severely damaged the ecosystem
and economic activities of the people. The Ogoniland case, as revealed by
the UNEP report, is avivid example of the appalling environmental problem
across the gamut of the Niger Delta region which the MNOCs failed to
tackle for several decades.
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The oil-rich Niger-Delta region has experienced an explosion in the
number of conflicts ranging from intra-community to inter-community as
well as community-oil-company conflicts. Social unrest has been the order
of the day in the region. It is not an exaggeration to state categorically that
most of these conflicts lead to loss of lives and destruction of properties
(Uyigue and Irughe, 2009). The region is also experiencing various forms of
hostage taking for financial and political gain.

is poverty, social inequality and general political marginalization (UNDP
Report, 2006). On the other hand, HIV/AIDS also induces poverty increase
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as those with the virus fall ill and die, which leads to the loss of much needed
human capital or productive resources.

Oil Exploration and Environmental Degradation

The exploration and exploitation of crude oil in the Niger-Delta has resulted
to a number of environmental problems for the region. The productive and
environmental impacts of the number of operators are at increase in the
region. The percentage of the land of the region occupied by the oil industry
is less than five percent but the adverse effects associated with its operations
are numerous.

The Niger-Delta region is located in the coastal part of Nigeria and this
is a waterlogged area as more than eighty percent of the oil producing
communities is on water. Before the discovery of oil in the region, it was
characterized by natural, clean, long stretches fresh water and healthy water
lettuce that added beauty and flavor to the environment. The oil activities in
the area have resulted in situations whereby completely polluted water is
bequeathed to the children. The communities’ shorelines have been eroded
due to the high volume of deep-sea exploration and exploitation activities.
One of the major oil induced water pollution is oil spillage. With the expansion
of oil production, the incidence of oil spills has greatly increased. Besides oil
spills as source of water pollution, canalisation and wastes discharged into
freshwater swamps and into the sea are other sources (Akpofure, 2008).
Eregha and Irughe (2009) pointed out that in an attempt to shorten travel
time and improve access to oil fields and production facilities, oil companies
have constructed canals that in some cases have caused salt water to flow
into fresh water zones and thereby destroying freshwater ecological systems.
The flaring of gas has been practised in the Niger-Delta for over four decades.
This, as well untreated waste disposal in the environment, is the major source
of air pollution in the area. Today, there are about 123 flaring sites in the
region, making Nigeria one the highest emitters of green-house gases in
Africa (Uyigue and Agho, 2007). Some 45.8 billion kilowatts of heat are
discharged info the atmosphere of the Niger-Delta from 1.8 billion cubic
feet of gas everyday (Aaron, 2006). It is evident that gas flaring has affected
the ozone layer of the region, leading to climate change that is unhealthy to
crops cultivation (IPCC, 2007).

With the destruction of the main source of income and productive
activities of the region, one of the economic concerns of the region is the
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resultant increasing unemployment (Okon and Egbon, 1999). Most of the
farm lands are destroyed and the rivers are polluted, leading to the death of
fishes. Most farmers and fishermen are therefore thrown into confusion and
joblessness. Poverty has become a way of life due to economic stagnation,
unemployment, malnutrition, poor quality of life as well as unhealthy
environment in the region.

Conclusion

This study has been able to establish the fact that oil exploration and
exploitation in the Niger Delta region by oil multinational corporations have
wreaked havoc on the people of this region since 1958 when oil was
discovered in commercial quantity. The Niger Delta environment has suffered
degradation as a result of oil and gas exploration leading to air pollution,
water pollution and land degradation from oil spillage and gas flaring. The oil
exploitation activities have indeed devastated the fundamental bases for the
development of the Niger Delta region. Corruption hugely funded by oil
has damaged the culture of hard work and in general the work ethics of
many of the people in the region. Governance has largely lost its focus as the
key development institution in society and now is mostly seen as an
instrument for primitive accumulation by the privileged few.

Recommendations

If the multinational oil corporations could adhere strictly to the following
recommendations, the process of oil exploration will have positive impacts
on the lives of the host communities.

The multinational oil corporations should find a lasting solution to the
gas flare which has caused environmental degradation and has impaired the
health of the host communities. Apart from this, they should employ the
members of the host communities and embark on economic empowerment
through which poverty in the region will be reduced to a minimal level.

The Federal Government of Nigeria and the multinational oil corporations
operating in the region should devote certain percentage of the proceeds
from the oil explorations to develop the infrastructural facilities in the region.
Government should also compel the oil corporations in the region to adhere
strictly to the memorandum of understanding they signed with the host
communities.
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