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MOTHERS' L.DUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION AND THEIR

DAUGHTERS ACHIEVEMENT ORIEN TATION/PERFORMANCE

IN SCHOOL..
By

Mowaiye, Olufunmilayo

The mother as an agent of socialization, can exért great influerice on
children, especially her females. She can puss on (o her femule
wards, her own values and she may for instance, inculcate in them
the habit of work, and the need to excel in school. Some wrniers
postulated that the socialization process for most females tend (v
assume that they will spend most of their adult life as mothers. An
effect of this on a girl, is that her main objective may be (0 gel
married and to have childen.

The sociglization experiences of a girl can thereby affect her
achievernent orientation in school. However, it was also noted that
the educarion levels of mothers affect their sex attitude. Women
become less radiional as their educatior:al level becomes higher.

It follows therefore that @ mother’s educational level may influence
the achievernent training she gives her daughter, and thus the
echievernen: orientation of the daughter, which may reflect in
girl’s performance.

The presen: study was therefore camied out to find out if secondan
school girls whose mothers are literate differ in achievement
orientazion and gcademnic perjormance as compared to those whose
mothers cre non-literate.

Introduction

la masy bomes, taking care of the children falls on the shoulders of the mother,

and she may also spead more time with inem. The mother therefore has the oppor-
tunity of exerting a grear influence oa her children. The home a child comes from can
Celermine 10 & greet lengrh whar a child’s perception and orientation to achievemeat
may be. This may invariably irfluence the child's performance in school (Pascareliz,
1977).

The influescx of achicvement onicatatioa oa performance is well documented F o

smples include studics by Cobb, (1972) Ringhaess :SS E& Shanahan and Walbery,
(1989). Also differcat studies have shoum shar — -
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oricad aBon may be. she may train ber positively or negatively, depending on her cwn _
peroe;®an of what 3 female role is. If she belicves a woman achiever is En_ﬂr.mwn, _

» sbe would poX ra a ber daughter to be achicvement oriented. And how she trains her _
child towards achivement may also be influcaced by her own educational back-

. The recearch used the survey method and stratified raodom sampling technique
for the sedection of participants in the study. Of the fourteen local government areas
in Kwara State, six are regarded as educationally disadvantaged. Samples were meade

,, of local government arcas regarded as educationally advantaged and those mgarded
E m as educationally disadvantaged. Girls ia S.5.3, at the Senior Secondary Sciool level
Literale 23 bghly educated mothers who tend to give achievement trzining to ; participated in the study. Sixty nine (69) girls from the educationally disadvantaged
their daughters bave been found 10 be liberal and non-traditional in their perception ; areas participated in the study while ninety-seven (97) of them participated from the
of the roles of womes (Astin, 1909; Fitzpatrick, 1978). areas regarded as educationally advantaged. The disparity in the number was as a
A similar vas made by Hoffman (1975) who postulated that there is the ter- result of factors wnw..za Eo.Eﬁa.nmmS_.m control .19. cxample, some Er.&n_ Ex
. : make a return of their questionnaire, while some did not complete the questioanaire

deacy for Gaughters to model their mothers. Other researchers such as Smith (1969) in the educationally disad ed ing th sired
24 Tasgi (1972) kawe also reported similar findings. Hoffman (1977) believed that | | A Moscirs, B RAM by SCKRINEFE I3, SCAAPEAS SCyatd -
adolesceat dagghters of working mothers are more independent than daughters of ber of gi W..o v»an.vwn.o inthe sudy was.s pecbicn _uon»cmn.. as the Mg found
son-working mothers. This, Hoffman attributed to the type of training given to the o St nEmhMﬂ owvo._u»E _.on_ﬁmﬂ. n—.”o ot vabucr fhe mio“nrhu s . =

g=is The mow fom protector and nurturer to that of an independent trainer is said i N g

A questionnaire was designed for the study. Students were asked to tick where
their mother belonged on the educational ladder, which ranged from no education,
through the primary school level to the Ph.D. level. Tte achievement crientation
questionnaire comprised questions such as:

to be veny dfScukt for the non-working mothers but the working mothers welcome
such training 2s iessening to strain on them.

It was sugpesied that independence training improves the achievement behaviour |
of gris. I viea of the zbove, the investigator assumed that literate mothers would _

most prob.bly bzve daughters who are positively oriented towards achievement and | il T'do not al vays take time to write assigncients well

. : ; i I do not have a complete note on my subjects
who may thus perform better in school, 2s compared to their counterparts whose |

N . . . iii. I usually attend prep.
mothers are Jhter~ie, and who may be negatively oriented towards achievement. .
Other studies by Nile (1981), Obeameata (1976) and Ogunlade (1973) have lent A test-retest method was used to determine the reliability coefficient of the instru-
Qredeace to the viewpoint that the child’s background affect the child’s performance ment and it was computed to be 0.93 through the Pearson Product Moment method of
= school. Childres who come from literate homes are said to perform better in school correlation. For the purpose of data analysis, the achievement orientatioe question-
than children fum Qbterate bomes. This has to be so since lterale parcols would naire which was on a four point scale was scored.
most Likely be abis 1o belp their children in their school work, and knowing the value Students’ continuous assessment scores in English language and Mathematics were
of education, would be able to “push” and encourage their children to excel i their collected from the schools for use. Before use though, the raw scores were converted
sczdemic work. Motbers who are literate may be able to do this more than mothers 10 their standard scores.

who are pol Ltezate. .
Data analysis and Results
In view of the zhove 1h v was designed 1o find oul; , . - s
2 view of the zbove, the present study was design ’ Mothers with at least primary school certificate were regarded as being literate,

1 i ere is any difference in the achievement orientation of vir whios while those who never underwent the western type of education were grouped under
mothers wre —.:n;:u. vis-a-vis, those whose mothers are non-litcrat the alhterate group. The t-test and analvsis of variance were made use of, for data
2 { the arv di . reade i paee . S analysis and the results are as follows:
< if there is any difference in the academic performance of piris whos ,
mothers are Literate as compared to those whose moincrs a. I he _.:n..; score for ?:.r.,_n .f:an.:.m (N .u 45) whose mothers were
son-literate non-literate (on the achievenent orientation measures) was 36.4 wath
an S.D ot 4.2 A mean score of 37.0 and an $.D. of 3.0 were obtained for
The followirg re<car b Guestion guided the investivstor female students (N = 3v) whose mothers were literate. The observed
D, !« whowe mothers are hterate and thaose wh " ' Cvalue was 1 (130) LoD, p> 0.08, which 1+ not ..f:..r:i.:.,
pon-bterete differ i echievement  orcoutalion,  and v enibicant. Thus, noo Jiference was found in o the achievemeny

Orcniation o he subicots 1 \ ' a b
perlora e m school? I the subycdts i the WO groups (see table 1)
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s A A.- ancaiabon of grls wah aon-lucrate mochers (eroup 1) and girls wils Y

Tirerate e (s oep 3D

A S t-value Df t-table value

calculated
x4 &7 100 136 1960
i 3
P>00¢

Takde 2
Demcas Mukipde Range test showing Mathematics performance for the girls and
ther sxxhen” educatoaal level

vl ol N X MSE DF Critical
Fluawe Range
Degree 13 S28S
ONDHND 0 S2S 147.7% 108 T34
i Tamary > N
Scooadany
# SeFormal ac 4263 ar = &0.05
Edu sxac

& Fodmgs from table 2 reveal that there is significant difference in the
performance of gris m the two groups under study.

Futner anabvais wiih the zid of the Duncan Multiple Range test for English Per-

farmance sxh cossideration for mothers educational level revealed a significant dif-

foremcr 1= the meas scores on Enghsh Language for Female students with literate
mathers zad those with ilserzte mothers, in {avour of those with literate mothers.

Tebic 3
Dencas Meizpie Range showing Engiish performance for the girls and their
maothers edecationa] level

Levelof N X MSE DF Crtical
Degex 13 553
OND HNI 2x 514 e 108 572
§ T 5 4=
Scoondany
My fosrma &5 &t at =008
flocataon

Ihscwssion and conclusio.

]
Tae finding of this study docs not show any difference 1o the achievement orienta-
ers are dliterates. It thus

uon of girls whose mothers are literate and those wh se me
seems (o suggest that a mother's educational qualification i< not in any form related to,
the daughter's achicvement orientation. However, further research in this area is no
doubt still necessary. It would be necessary to find out if girls whose mothers ave
higher education, (like a university degree) differ in achievement orientation if com-
pared with their peers whose mothers have the primary school certificate or the secon-
dary school certificate. As could be seen from table two, a significant difference exist
between the mean scores on Mathematics for girls with literate mothers as compared
with girls whose mothers are non-literates, with girls whose mothers are degree
bolders, holders of the Ordinary National Diploma (O.N.D.), Higher National
Diploma (H.N.D.) or holders of the primary and secondary school certificate per-
forming better than girls whose mothers never had formal education.

Table 3 reveals a significant difference in th: English performance of girls with
literate mothers and those with illiterate mothers. in favour of girls with literate
mothers

Further observai’ons reveal that there is no sig iuficant difference in the mea 1 score
on English language for the girls whose mothers hold the OND or HND anc those
whose mothers hold the primary or secondary school certificate, while those whosc
mothers hold at least’a University degree performed better than others in the literate
group. The suggestion may be given that more women need to be trained at higher
levels of education. Further, educated mothers will be better able 1o train their female
children towards academic achievement goals and such children would therefore have
a positive achievement orientation which could not only aid them in school and make
themm achieve better academically, but would also help in orienting them towards
achievement values in the work force. They would, then be able to contribute better 1o
the development of their country.
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