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Abstract
This paper examines the role of Religious Education in attaining
sustainable development in Nigeria. The country is battling with some
chailenges presently such as armed robbery, kidnapping, ethno-religious.
conflicts, poverty, economic recession, unemployment, indiscipline and
social disorder among others. A country that is- faced with such
problems will lack the wherewithal to bring about sustainable
‘development. This paper is, therefore, advocating the teaching and
practising of ethical re-orientation and moral standard through religious
education in order to bring about stable, disciplined and morally upright
citizens of this nation. Data were gathered from books, journals and
newspapers, and critically-analysed. The paper posits that Religious
ducation is a pathway to developing and harnessing both human and
natural resources for sustainable development and submits that science
and technology cannot do it alone without bringing religious education.
Suggestions and recommendations are made on how to attain
sustainable development for this generation and those coming behind.

Keywords: Religious  Education, Development, Sustainable
Development M Bl

ntroduction
The need to move Nigeria from its present status as a developing
_ountry or third world nation to a developed one has been the desire of
very successive government in Nigeria. This can be seen in the various
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projects and policies that are being initiated from time to time.
However, no matter how these agitations may be, there are some factors
drawing the country back from achieving sustainable development.
Almost all the national developmental projects embarked upon by
successive government failed grossly, according to Mordi (2015)
because of insincerity, lack of commitment, corruption and bad
implementation. Achebe (1993) and Uche (2010) identified corruption
as the cause of the failure of the developmental strategies put in place in
Nigeria. The issue of peace and harmonious co-existence is another
factor militating against sustainable development in Nigeria, as
development cannot take place in any nation without human security
(Akomode, 2004). '

Nigeria is battling with so many security challenges such as
armed robbery, abduction, kidnapping and political violence (Onah,
2017). There have been violent conflicts between different ethnic
groups in Nigeria. For instance, Ife-Modakeke crisis in Osun state,
Jukun-Tiv war in Taraba state, Urhobo-Izon, Itshekiri crisis in Warri
(Egwu, 2001, Sulaiman & Ojo, 2012). The Boko Haam insurgencies in
the North East have rendered many homeless and victims have become
refugees in Internal Displaced Persons (IDPs) camp. These crises have
led to loss of human capital and material resources and, therefore
economic growth, educational advancement and political stability and
sustainable development are far from this country.

According to Achebe (1983), there is nothing basically wrong
with Nigeria or climate or water, air or any other thing else. “The
Nigerian problem is the unwillingness or inability of its leaders to rise to
the responsibility and to the challenge of personal example, which is the
hallmark of true leadership™. It is not only the rulers, the people also
contribute in no small measure to the ruination of the nation. This is
done simply by disrespecting constituted authorities, sometime apathy
and absence of commitment of the behaviour of the citizens for
conducive and rancor free atmosphere necessary for progress. He also
observed that “indiscipline pervades the lives of citizens today that one
may be justified in calling it the condition per excellence of
contemporary Nigeria society”. Indiscipline in the home, in the school.
in the public service, in the private sector, in the government and in
legislative assemblies is heard and read every day. There is the failure or
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refusal to submit one’s desire and actions to the restramts of orderly
social conduct in recoguition of the rights and desires of others. Nigeria
is a multi-religious society, though it has certain values, teaching and
beliefs in common such as honesty, hard work, sincerity, peace and
others. This study opined that early childhood stage is a critical period
of rapid physical, cognitive and psycho-social development of the child.
i e and education which a child receives at this critical
Stage will determine, to a great extent, the level of his physical,
cognitive dévelopment in the future, Therefore, religious education at
the early childhood stage can be as a pathway to teaching sincerity of
burpose in the discharge of duties of every citizen of this country in
order to attain sustainable development. If religious education precepts
and values are inculcated effectively in the early stage and sustained, we
might see a better Nigeria in the nearest future.
Sustainable development is an attempt to shape and secure the
Suture and it means conservation, reservation, usage and management of
=sources so that what is done to improve life and living standard today
Zoes not compromise future use of such resources and improvement in
¢ quality of life for all the people (Oyebamiji, Adekola, Ugwu, 2009).
eligious Education will play a great role in the effective
aplementation of the 17 goals contained in the Global Goals. These 17"
s and 169 targets are built on the Millennium Development Goals
DGs) which seek to achieve eight major goals among which are
werty reduction, hunger, disease, gender inequality, access to water
"2 sanitation, reduction in maternal mortality rate, basic education and
-2$s to information and communication technology. The aim is that
the year 2030 the world would have achieved sustainable
=iopment for humanity and as wel] safe-guarded planet earth. The
st of this paper, therefore, is that, if this goals are carried out and
"wed vigorously with all sincefity of heart through religious
“ation, sustainable development can be achieved in this country.

igious Education ‘
childhood education is a starting point for a child’s development.
¥pe of education is recognised by the Nigerian National Policy on
ion (FRN, 2012). In fact, Christian Religious Education is one of
¢ subjects that are being taken at’ this stage. Some of the
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objectives of teaching the subject in the childhood stage amongst others

include :

a. to give pupils opportunities to develop their knowledge and
understanding of religion and beliefs;

b. to promote the spiritual, moral, cultural and intellectual
development of the children;
to have respect for other peoples’ views and accelerate the
diversity of the society and :
to foster understanding about the importance of tolerance in
everyday life.

In its loose and ordinary sense, Religious Education is the teaching of a
particular religion or teaching of religion in general and its varied
aspects, its beliefs, devotion, rituals, customs, rites, and personal roles.
Religious Education implies a type of education which is largely
separate from rigorous academia, which regards religious belief as a
fundamental tenet and operating modality. Mordi (2015), averred that
Religious Education connotes the dominant academic study, and in
typically religious terms, teaches doctrines which refine and define
social customs and societal norms as laws. Religious Education,
according to Irika (2014), is the norms, customs, ethos and the social
ethical norms of the society.

Sustainable Development

Sustainable development has also been defined in many ways by
different scholars. The Brundtland Commission Report defined it as
development that meets the needs of the present generation without
compromising the ability of the future generation to meet their own
needs (United Nations General Assembly, 1987). For Mordi (2015).
sustainable development means the process of growth in individual and
socio economic levels of progress in a given society. A development
that 1s sustainable is understood to mean the innovational changes.
growth and strategies which bring about these changes and endure the
test of time. In a very simple term, it is the development that stands the
test of time. Sustainable Development in Nigeria suggests that the
overall well-being of the people today, be it economic, environmental.
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social, political and otherwise should be maintained and sustained for
the future generation.

Religious Education and Sustainable Development

To achieve some of Sustainable Development Goals, different countries
have been urged to evolve different strategies. The task of achieving
.these goals is enormous. However, the need to involve Religious
Education as a pathway cannot be overemphasized. According to Mordi
(2015), Religious Education promotes and sustains religion and its
tencts, beliefs and practices. Religious Education therefore, presents
religion as that which unites the human with the divine. In the light of
this, therefore, to save Nigeria from social decay and persistent lack of
sustainable development, despite the developmental strategies in the
past, the social functions of Religious Education should be positively
applied and harnessed to the project of national sustainable development
in Nigeria as this will promote and foster development in all
ramifications.

The impetus to do the right thing at the right time is key to
sustainable development. The religious teachings on morality come in
here, since man cannot develop without it. According to Epenyong
(2011), to attempt to build a nation without God is to hope to construct a
massive structure upon the foundation of sand, such building will
collapse with the slightest gust of wind. Thus, it is apt to add that one of
the universal functions of religion is to help to promote the society. The
role of religion in national development is to tell the people that, social
justice, egalitarian and building of a country is not merely man-
concetved, but it is ordained by God. Therefore, whatever that is being
done today should not be for the interest or for a particular group of
people, but it should be for the good of this generation and be sustained
for future generations to come.

Religious Education teaches people to be patriotic and
committed to the building of the nation. Religious Education at the early
childhood stage, therefore, helps to incorporate religious values and
discipline which help pupils later in the society for peaceful coexistence
and national development. For instance, Christian religion teaches civic
responsibility which is summarised as serving one’s country,
commitment and contributing to the development of the sogciety.
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Therefore by the time the pupils are brought up in their civic and moral
responsibilities and obligation, they would become patriotic and loving
human beings. The sustainable development goals should be pursued
with all zeal in order to see that poverty is stamped out in the country,
hunger is eradicated and the well-being of the individual is cared for.

Iwenfu (2010) argued that the goal of religious and moral
education is for national development and that the teaching of religious
education influences people’s lives in every time and every place. The
implication of this is that every person or individual saddled with the
implementation of the 2030 agenda will have it behind his or her mind
that he or she is to execute the projects to the best of his or her ability
and for the betterment of the nation in general.

In Nigeria, corruption is on the high gear, especially among
those at the corridors of power and this poses a big challenge to both
religion and Religious Education. If Religious Education would be
relevant to the Nigerian nation, religious leaders should brace up to the
expectations of their responsibility of providing moral guidelines and
spiritual checks and balances. Religious Education should articulate
vividly, functional ways of addressing the immoral dispositions of
Nigerians and in the way, it would be able to address the moral
decadence in the society. Religious Education can now be used as a
medium of teaching the need to be disciplined, patriotic and encourage
people to be morally upright in discharging their duties for sustainable
development in the country. For instance, poverty cannot be eradicated
or overcome when a small group of people amasses the wealth of the
nation and the generality of the population are suffering because they
could not make ends meet.

Religious Education at the early childhood stage is very essential
because of the religious diversity that exists in the country. The three
major religions educate their members differently either through their
sacred books in the various places of worship or oral traditions handed
down from their forefathers. For instance, Christianity teaches peace
and non-violence. Islam also calls for quest for peace, tolerance and
kindness which is a state of physical, mental, spiritual and social
harmony. Highlighting these relationships will promote mutual
understanding and tolerance among people of different religions.
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Peace is the absence of war. However, Okwueze (2003)
maintained it is not merely the absence of war nor can it be rsduced
solely to the maintenance of a balance of power between enemies nor is
it brought about by dictatorship. In a country where there are violent
conflicts, abuse of human rights, insecurity of lives and property,
development suffers setback. This is part of what the 2030 Global
Agenda is set to sustain, that is, peace, justice and strong institutions. In
view of this, Ekpenyong (2011) stated that violent conflicts disrupt the
process of production, create condition for pillage of the country’s
resources and divert their application from development purposes to
servicing war.

Religious Education is an instrument of social order. Through
the teaching and promotion of religious traditions, restrictions are made,
prohibitions and peace drives are encouraged. No country can develop
under tension, disaster or chaos. It is only under a peaceful and orderly
atmosphere that development can take place. By preaching peace and
obedience to the law of the land, Religious Education promotes order
which results into a favourable atmosphere for business to thrive. In this
way, Religious Education helps to bring about sustainable development
in Nigeria. Mordi (2017) opined that Religious Education promotes
social norms that keep the society together and reviews social
commitment to the socially desirable behaviour which in the long run
creates sustainable behaviour in Nigeria. It also complements
sustainable development by conscientising Nigerians to act accordingly
and not to derail from the objectives of the 2030 agenda. Whatever that
is done today will have a repercussion on the generations to come.

Onah (2017) posited that Religious Education should be used to
inculcate respect for the dignity of man. It should emphasise virtues
such as love, tolerance, brotherhood, reconciliation, justice, kindness,
humility, unity, self-discipline and respect for human life. These values
can, therefore, act as catalyst to achieving peace and tranquility in the
Nigerian society. Peace and tranquillity enhances economic growth and
sustainable development. Ogwu (2001) noted that no religion proceeds
with the primary objective of provoking chaos and precipitating social
integration among people and communities. Rather, all religions seek to
reconcile and integrate people across ethnic, racial, class and other socio
cultural divides. According to Ikani (2002), religion is an efficient
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means of social control which stimulates social habits and checks anti-
social tendencies. It also teaches and fosters forgiveness, promotes truth,

ence and commitment among people. These moral values do not
only promote peaceful coexistence, but are also Instrumental to nation
building and sustainable development in Nigeria.

Conclusion

Religious Education brings people together as good citizens and
nurtures them to be nation builders and agents of change in the society.
In order to attain sustainable development, corruption, moral decadence
and other vices should be stamped out and give room for peace and
harmony. Nigeria is a nation flowing with milk and honey, therefore,
the abundant natural and economic and material resources in the country
should be properly utilised and not be misused because of the coming
generations. Sustainable development can only take place where there is
peace and understanding. In a situation where there is ethno-religious
tension and conflicts all the time, nobody will be interested in residing
in such places and, in fact, no foreigner will come to invest in the
country. Nigerians should, therefore, let peace reign.

The Bible says “train up a child the way he should £0 and when
he grows he will not depart from it”, Religious Education at the
childhood stage will give pupils Opportunities to develop their
knowledge and understanding and would enable them to consider and
respond to a range of important questions related to their own Spiritual
development, development of values, attitudes and fundamental
questions concerning the meaning of life and purpose of sustainable
development.

Recommendations

People should be well educated op the possible contributions of religion
to sustainable development. The development of any nation is hinged or
peace. Therefore, for sustainable development to be achieved either i~
the short or long run term, peace should be given a chance.

Religious Education should, right from the early childhooc
stage, emphasises on the common areas that unite the three majos
religions and not on the areas of differences so that there will be mutuz.
understanding and tolerance among the people.
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‘ake necessary action no matter whose ox is gored. Sustainable
development can only be achieved if there js security and the well-being
of the individual is guaranteed.

oW up. -
Religious Education should contribute not only to the
=flection and development of youn
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