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Abstract

flf mh examined the effect of the Mother-Tongue on students’ performance
Schools English in Ogbomoso South Local Government, Oyo State.
upose of this study Is to ascortain the role of the Mother Tongue as a
tary medium In English language class. Mother tongue is one'’s first
it Is an instrument for the development of the human mind, it can help to
ficiency in other languages, ospecially English language. English is the
e of education, mass media, politics, commerce and socio-cultural life. It is
ative to find out whether mother tongue has relationship with the English
- usage and performance in English. The Non-equivalent Control Group

cdoptod for the study. Two groups were involved, one group constituted
m ‘Group while the other served as the Control Group. One hundred
, students and five teachers were involved in the smdy 'ﬂll
r data collection were pre-test multiple choice questions; t
pnlt-tnt multiple choice items in English language. The 5
Wd to collect data for the study. Two |
4 using the Analysis of Co-vaﬂanan at ma 05 |
bfﬂildudylhmd'm‘ matic use of
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fother Tongue of leamers to effectively explai '
" Y explain the content of the English when

Keywords: Mother tongue, performance, profici
language, medium of instruction

ency, first language, English

Introduction

The Mother Tongue (MT)‘ is the individual's first language (L,) and the
language he naturally acquires in the early stages of his life, and because it is
acquired before any other language, it is referred to as Li. Moreover, it is acquired
prior to the second language (L, or foreign language (FL) which are learnt rather
than acquired. The acquisition of the L, is facilitated by unlimited exposure which
the individual enjoys. It is relevant to note that the L, grows along with the
individual's physical growth and influences his personality in subtle ways (Awopetu,
2016). Yoruba is the specific Mother Tongue of interest in this study. It is a
language in South-western, Nigeria (Fagborun, 2004).

The Mother Tongue which is the language at home, can serve as a
complementary medium in the English class. It is the child's access to educaton,
for it is one’'s inner thought and contemplations (Olajide, 2007 and Chanda, 2010).
Hence, for acquiring knowledge in a better and unambiguous way, the MT is the
best medium. It has been scientifically proved that assimilation of facts is easier
through an individual's language. The Mother Tongue develops the learners'
cognitive and intellectual capacity. Fudor (2004) affirms that language is a decisive
factor in the development of thinking, formation of concepts and release of potential
intelligence. In which case, anything learnt in one’s MT will have more monal

“meaning and relevance to him. He notes that ‘there is a medium in which we think,
~and of course it is a language’. By extension, the English native speakers think in
" English and so do the French people. The Yorubas do think, perceive and tra

~definitely in their language. o cailbaghdll jeve

" The proficiency in the language acquisition (MT) will aid the leaming of

‘English, In a nutshell, the MT of leaners can be employed in the English ciass fo-

prehension of learners; to explain difficult concept, and

table and confident (Chisunum & Ejie (2014). AT\
tic and judicious use of the MT in the English de

ts are in th

the English language.
anguage plays a vital role in Nigeria. It is the

e
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m include, among others; lack of competent teachers, unavailability of
J muelloml materials, the unserious attitude of students but the task of teaching a
: al n language with an absolute foreign medium complicated the woefyl
o of students in English. Recently there has been a revival of interest to

B of the mother tongue as a resource for the promotion of language learning for
~ Accuracy, clarity, and flexibility Ross, (2000). Bamgbose (2013) cites the Ife Six
' anary Project of 1970 to establish the effectiveness of the first language as
md with English. In his word: “the results of the experiment clearly showed
ous languages facilitate more meaningful learning than English” (p2).
(2001) confirms that MT avoidance promotes a ‘pretend monolingual
on" in the English class and this diminishes classroom reality. The students
pretend native speakers of the second language rather than true English users.

sh learning is maximized when students and teachers share a strong rapport,
students will feel safe, confident and the class will be students-centered.

ére are samples of research that show students’ academic performances
the Mother Tongue of learners was used as the medium of instruction or the
entary language in the teaching and learning of English language. Varvara
) carried out an experiment on the use of the Mother Tongue in English
Ses | i' young leamers in Greece. The study was conducted to find out the
' learners' native language could be used in English classes and
: ']at which lesson sections teachers could resort to the use of Greek. The
’ ﬂso involves English translation, from English to Greek and vise-versa.
d out that the teachers' and students’ belief on the MT in the English
The study involves the participation of both teachers and students in a
am School) in Greece. At the end of the experiment the students felt
] dﬁated fully and this enhanced their comprehension tremendously.

: 602) carried out an experiment on the attitude of students towards
’M ghsh language classrooms at Yarmouk University in Jordan. The
n the variables of gender, level of study and students’ proficiency
.. The study observed 206 students who were enrolled in the
ersity English courses offered by the Language Centre at Yarmouk
om ulsory courses in English consist of: English 099, (Pre-
ge skills); English 100 (English language skllfsa"fwaﬁd
e 2). Most students come with a weak bac
ers to use Arabic in explaining le
, m who use mw;m mm

i
4
r
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iheir feeling and \deas that they can not explain in English. 87 9% of the

agreed that they can understand the ~
uses Arabic. 84 4% of the students strongly Qm‘m ':‘mm teacher
if examination instructions are given in Arabic. Thus, students leam m'ombh
and perform excellently when their MY is employed in the Englis;h o convenently
Paker and Karaagac (2015) examined the use and functions ofll"
Tongue in English Foreign Language (EFL) Classes. They discovered that the
of the mother tongue (L1) in foreign language classrooms is inevitable. The "y
was conducted in the School of Foreign Languages at Pamukkale Um m
was based on both qualitative and quantitative research designs. The participants
were 20 English instructors working in the School of Foreign Languages and 286
students. The data were collected through classroom recordings, questionnaires
that were administered both to the instructors and the students, and interviews were
conducted with all of the instructors and randomly chosen 39 students. The data
revealed that mother tongue is an inseparable part of language teaching, and it
actually has different functions like “rapport building purposes”, “making the topic/
meaning clear (by giving examples, explaining, making extra explanations, etc.)",
“explaining difficult concepts or ideas”, etc. It was also found out that both the
. instructors and the students were aware of the importance of using the target
< language as much as possible in the classes, however, they could not deny the
need of mother tongue from time to time. It was discovered also that once both
boys and girls are helped through the MT in English class, they perform significantly
better in English. .
Harker, (2000) investigated gender differences in achievement of boys and
~ girls in Mathematics in New Zealand. The result showed that there was significant
~difference in the performance of boys and girls, he explained that boys performed
~ befter in Mathematics, while girls performed better in Englis W*ﬂ o
~(2004) explains that there is no significant difference in the achievement of boys
~and girls in Science. Sumayah, (2002); Varvara, (2009); Paker and Karaagac
- (2015) confirmed that, the MT in the English class will make a difierence In |
tudents’ performance hm‘mmj nder of the student

Al e

e T

Scanned by CamScanner



Mants’ Performance in Senior School. .. 150

JEIS

, "f;:j. ;

-wm

2.28%
0.60%
1.36%
0.99%
11.40%

jer assertion that the academic performance of
s in English has been poor over the years. Yet,
ects. Without a credit pass in English, students
' Universities. One basic explanation for the
ormance in English is that students do not have
use they are taught solely in English. Yet the MT of
: mental skills (Knowledge), Affective: growth in
de) and Psychomotor: manual or physical skills
ovement, coordination, and use of gross and fine
mes very important to look at mother tongue as
n from the perspective of its effectiveness in

in English has been the concern of
t and the society as a whole: it is the

€d on the effectiveness and functions of
~of mother tongue may contribute to
s ln the learning-teaching process.
Karaagac, (2015) examined the use
ﬁndings that the moderate and

1 can facilitate the learning and

serts that “starting with the L1

rs' lived experiences, allowing
;experimnt and take risks
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r on the performance of students in specific school subjects. The study di
NT i differs
~ from the work of Sumayah, (2002); Varvara, (2009): Paker and Karaagac, (Y201 5) in

- * et of its tim.ing. location, duration and sample and sampling technique among
| - of the Study

The following are the purpose of this study:

To investigate the difference in the performance of students who were taught

-; Enghsh language through the medium of English and the Mother Tongue and
their counterparts taught in English without the Mother Tongue

~ To examine the difference in the performance of male and female students
- taught English through the medium of English and the Mother Tongue.

h Hypotheses ‘
0y There is no significant difference in the performance of students who were

- taught English through the medium of English and the Mother Tongue and
~ their counterparts taught English without the Mother Tongue.

4o, There is no significant difference in the performance of male and female

s

- students who learnt English through the medium of English and the Mother
j - Tongue. :

3
'

The non-equivalent control group design which is one of the quasi-
serimental designs was adopted for this study. The non-equivalent control group
Sig n is structured like the pre-test, post-test control group design. The difference
t the hén-equiva_lent contro! group design does not involve random assignment

jects to groups. This means that, two existing-groups were pre-tested; a
went was administered and post-tested. 118 students participated in the study,
2 5%) were in the experimental class while 56 (47.5%) were in the control
The particinants came from 5 of the existing 20 Public Secondary Schools in

1 ocal Government. The experimental group was taught English
lish and the Mother Tongue while the control group were

—

e o e
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ce in the performance of students
English and the Mother Tongue and
the Mother Tongue.

mance of Students in English

‘Mean Caiculate F

~ Square Value Sig
2390.863 110.293 0

2190.728 101.061 0
68.722 3.17 78

4765684 219847 0

21.677

=651) p less than 0.05
d F-value is 219.847 (1:117) = (0.000)
Since the calculated p—value (0.000) is less
is 1 is rejected.
icant difference in the performance between
‘medium of English and the Mother Tongue
 without the Mother Tongue.

ificant Difference in the Performance

- Mean Calculate F
S Value
0.678
58.514

0536

o783
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Table 3 reveals that the calculated F value 0.783

111 =
at the critical pvalue of 005 Since the calculated p_‘(’a'ue7i)s (0.378) computed

_ : greater than. 0 05
pypothesis 3 is accepted. This implies that there is no signifi i
the performance of male and female students in Englisr\.g P TR, ante i

Discussion of Findings

The findings Of the study showed that there is a si
academic performance of students in the experiment
Enghsh through the medium of English and the Mother
petter in Enghsh, than their counterparts that are tau
Mother Tongue. This result agrees with the finding
Vanvara (2008) who found significant difference in the
English when they are taught through the medium
Tongue

Fuithermore, the findings of this study also indicated that gender has no
significant effect on the performance of students in English when the students are
taught in English and the Mother Tongue. This is similar to the findings of Drosatou
(2009) who also found that no significant difference existed in the performance of

mae and female students in English when they were exposed to the same
treatment

gnificant difference in the
al group that are taught
Tongue. These performed
ght in English without the
s of Sumayah (2002) and
performance of students in
of English and the Mother

Conclusion

3 1 was therefore concluded that there was a significant difference in the
performance of students in English when they are taught through the medium
of English and the Mother Tongue as compared to their counterparts taught in

' £nglish without the Mother Tongue. This is in favour of the experimental group T—.-

. taught through English and the Mother Tongue. \ Ao

‘ 2 The finding showed that since the participants in the experimental group were
exposed to the same treatment there was no significant gender effect in the
performance of male and female students in English B2 i

- Consequent upon the findings of this study, it is recommended that: sl

T

]

e | | R il
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