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1s a position of leadership that is considered statutory and assumed only by

~ quahfic In Ogbomosho, Jumuat Mosques have proliferated but only one Central
- Mosqgue exists and it is located at the heart of the town. So far, the current Imam is the

R
- twelfth of the Chief Imams the town has had. This work researched into the historical survey

A g : chuef imams with a view to identifying the sequence of thetr Imamship and the
levelopment the office has brought to the city of Ogbomosho in particular and to the
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community 1n general. Histoncal research method was majorly relied upon in the

[k and a combmation of oral interview and personal observation are adopted as research
ls. Findings of the study revealed that appointment of Imam in Ogbomosho is strongly by

of the Soun of Ogbomoso and the nomination shall come by rotation from the
Imamship ies The paper concluded by recommending that Islamic guidelines
uld be strictly cobserved to avoid intemal crses among the

wn and that Da’wah activities therein should be coordinated by the Chief
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e rein leaming takes place. The orlgm of mosque as ,
dmd b ack to the time of the Prophet while n Makkah despite 4]
. mmgm the verses on the observation of Jumucah prayer were reveale
T.i,“ ke dircumatance there did not allow the Prophet to observe it. His

B Niadiak paved the way for the first Jumucah prayer i Islam, which wa;

o mth Musach bn Umayr as the first person to bring people
¢ on Fnday before the arnval of the Prophet.!

e in the city of Madinah at the time of the Prophet but the
Mosque was the only recognised Jumu‘ah mosque. The reason for this is
1 . Pepulatlcm of Muslim cornmumty coupled with the interest of

n meeting ﬂae Prophet at least once in a week. The expansion in the

mun 1 the days after necessitated an increase i the number of

. J’* “es but then, the ancient mosque of the cities which in most

in the heart of the city is considered the central mosque of the city. In
e central ﬂisque 1s located in the heart of Ogbomoso, a place very
s § aa king. The Chief Imam 1s the executive officer of the
s . a ecegmzed and respected by the Mushm Commumty Th:s

| ;-'?'_?'e current and the 12th Imam of the aty of

...

; f; the year 2002 and since then he has been

T
_____
‘ ‘

I- 1S a leac , _{i'_ % C -' be used for bOth PO]JHCQJ and
;";’féson who possesses the qualities

! w S 3 Ima:mshlp is a crucial office

0. Allah’s discussion on leadership is expatiated by
ore ’aﬁ%a Hnsg ecC hls geﬂeratmn and that

1gn € “ [f1c {; e of Imam 1s restncted to
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An Overview of the History of Ogbomoso

Ogbomoso 1s a city in Oyo State, Southwestern Nigenia. [t was founded in the mud
{7t century and 1t has a population of approximately 299, 535 in 2006 census.
Majority of the inhabitants are of the Yoruba ethnic group.” Historical accounts
attnbute the founding of Ogbomoso settlement to five migrants who came from
different areas. The first was Nupe hunter who mugrated from the River Niger Area.
His descendants became head of Okelerin Quarters with the title of “Baalé’ of Oke-
Elenn.t The second mugrant was called Ohunsile, an Aworn Prnce from Awonland in
Ota, Ogun State. His descendants held the chieftaincy title of Baale of Ijeru.’
Onsatola was the third mugrant, he came from Ibanbaland in Kwara State. He was a
famer and an Ifa pnest.”” Onisatolu was indeed a large-scale Isapa’’ farmer which
m the area later to be known as Isapa.l2 The fourth settler was Akandia who was 2
negade sange pnest from Oyo Ile. He also settled at Isal Afon. The fifth eardy
t was ola. He also came from Ibanbaland. He was the progenitor of the

g dynasty in Ogbomoso. He became the leader of a club named Alongo
Cl : iﬂms of the five early settlers and Olugbon, the representative of the

b: nba descent and he was a renowned hunter. He came to the area
-'sr 1in pursuit of his hunting profession. He stayed under a
M u the branches for hanging gears. The whole place was at
question, se jungle. Ogunlola was an expert archer and brave hunter.
h "’ g m #, built tree hut by the side of the gjaghon tree. Ogunlola
f “ zing from some nearby locations. He took courage and

ace dlﬁcovered other hunters. The first one named Aale at a
7 quarte the second called Obunsile at the site now known
. '_ - at Isapa quarters and the fourth Akandie
e Bk unters are still today the Baales of Oke-
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ple of Ogbomoso were very conse .
Mdltlm of their ancestors. In OgbOmOSQ
ﬁe &ﬁmty of Orisa Pﬂpﬂ or Obal’alq Whlch
lﬂd‘-‘dc Og‘m and Sﬂ:ngo T'he wDrSl'llp
;dmt of Islam and Christianity!

: mty through the contact f the
grants majordy from the norther,

ale Ogunlola (1659- -1714) who w,,

amed Biayin Ibrahim, a groy

ok gsmed to be consolidated

‘between 1826 and 1840CE 12

, Ubaid Sudan, came

sther, Badiru, were

tree of Islam

1 the appellation
e appellatton Was

> was how Pakoyi
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number and they could not face the threat of the idol worshippers.?¢ The coming of
Abdul winth and his two children (Shuaib and Badrudeen) to Ogbomoso from
Bomo State brought about the e‘:tabhﬂhment ot the first mosque n Ogbomoso
which was named Lamasijidu Mosque in the year 1780 C.E.. It was built with mud and
a thatched root. The Lamasijidu Mosgue became the first ratibi mo sque to be built 1n

Ogbomoso.i’7

Shaykh Nafw Onaleye of Abogunde who went on war from Abogunde to Bida was
appomnted an Imam of Bida.”® He was later invited to return home and on arnval, he
suggested the observation of Jumnrah prayer. He then became the first Imam to be
turbaned in Ogbomoso as the Chief Imam in the first Jumwrat mosque which was
mitially located at Ojajagun on a land donated by Soun Toyeje Akanni (1797-1825)%
and later shifted to Ojagbo on a land donated by Soun Bello Afolabi Oyewurm (1916-
1940). The reconstruction of the mosque started dunng the reign of Soun Lawani
Olanipekun Olaoye (1944-1952). When Soun Bello Afolabi Oyewurnu accepted Islam,

he mnwited all hus chiefs such as the Jagun, Aale of Okelenn among others to accept

[slam and he subsequently turbaned all those that embraced Islam with him.?%In 1987,

the Soun of Ogbomosoland, Oba Jimoh Oyewurm: Ajagungbade III, launched the

renovation of the Oja Oba Central Mosque.

Appomtment of Chief Imam in Ogbomoso

Islam sets some standards by which a qualified person or candidate 1s known and

selected for Imamship. However, 1n Ogbomoso, before an Imam can be apponted,

ﬂw next Imam’s ruling house or family will present a candidate having some
thications which will be discussed later. When the institution of Imamship was

[ e : m Ogbomoso, the Mufassir of the town was usually the succeeding Imam
- with ﬂwdme of an mcm'nbent Imam but after the establishment of the traditional

| ve candidates hzd bem presented 3'The tradition is that a committee wﬂ be
fas ﬁﬁ sdeciwn of the neact Imam mnong the quahﬁed ~-andidates

"] - Wi - N
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g Pmdﬂttd an average of one I-mﬁrn_ The
the highest number of Imims, having
h since mception. Below 1s a table of

[t 1s important to note that every house ha

Ll Abogunde and Masifa have
families of Abogun o sy A

family pnames.

Names

. Imﬁm Naﬁu Onaleye Abogunde'
2. Imam Muhammad Abogunde

3, Imam Maruf Abogunde

Muse Oke-

| Odo Masita 2 Aafa Sanusi Memudu

3. Imam Yakeen Ashafah Sanus,
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Imams 1n Ogbomoso Central Mosque: Yesterday and Today

In the history of Ogbomoso Central Mosque, twelve (12) Imdm have been appomnted
so far. Below are the names of the Imame of Ogbomoso Central Mosque from 1829

till date:
. Imam Natm Abogunde 1829 - 1870
2. Imam Muse 1871 — 1892
3. Imam Gbadamos: Aadunyin 1892 - 1899
4. Imam Abdul Rahman Bango 1901 — 1903
5. Imam Muhammad Abogunde 1903 — 1909
6.  Imim Sanusi Memudu 1909 — 1917
7. Imam Mahmud Ayilara 1917 - 1919
8.  Imam Salawu Aadunyin 1919 — 1933
9 Imam Buhan Bolanta Bango 1934 — 1936
_ 10. Imiam Msguf Abogunde 1936 — 1976.
‘I This Tmam was suspended for a period while Alfa Ashifat Sanusi acted as
11. Imam Hamzit Alawiye 1976 — 2002
t 12. ImiamYekeen Ashafa Sanusi 2002 — t1ll date 3¢
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2. Imam Muse Oke Oloko (1871-1892) |

Irmam Muse. OkoOloko, Masifa was next to lmam Nafiu Abogunde in the IQOShip
1se, 8 A version of history of Ile Imidm Oke states fha

of Ogbhomoso central mosque.
Imam Oke Odo Masifa Compound 15 an annex of Lamasifidn Compound which i

now known as Okunmebo Compound and that Imam Musa was relocated by Soun
Laoye to OkeOdo on the event of the Okunmebo house that got bumnt.

N W 5 e —— -

3. Alfa Muhammadu Gbadamosi Aadunyin (1892-1899)

Imam Muhammadu migrated from Ilorin, in the present [Kwara State where he '
acquired Islamic education. He was the first to settle in [saleSajawhen the area was 1 .'

the bush. His land included the present site of Saja Baptist Church, where he planted
Ajagbon tree and flowers used as '‘laali?® by Muslim Women. Alfa Muhammady gy
made the Chief Imam of Ogbomoso Central Mosque dunng the reign of Soun Bello
AfolabiOyewumi (1916-1940). He led the Juma'at service and Eid prayers when the
Eid praying ground was at a place called Bode Masifa. |

4. Imam AbdulRahman Bango Alawaye (1901- 1903)

Imam AbdulRahman Bango mounted the throne of Imamship of Ogbomoso after
Imam Muhammadu Gbadamosi; his family was reported to have migrated from Ade
Awaye 1n Oke Ogun area of Oyo State around the 18th century. History
the fanmuly travelled first to Ilonin before migrating to Ogbomoso. A member
family hence be found in Ilorin and Oyo. The family was given the title of

Jagun Alawaye in recognition of their war strength after settling in Ogbomoso.

BRI coitied the whol of the Qur'an gtglmemOfY. Tilggwas known to be

~ a water, a preacher and a teacher, all in addition to his craftsmanship and cloth

g H Many people among the idol worshippers in Ora area of Ogbor
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6. Alfa Sanusi Memudu Masifa (1909-1917)

With the death of Imdm Muhammadu Abogunde in 1909, it was unanimously agreed
that Imamship should retum to Oke Oloko Masifa. A decision that ushered in Alfa
Sanust as the next Chief Imam of the town. Unlike Imam Muhammad Abogunde,
Alta Memudu Masifa was blessed to stay longer on the throne as the Imam and with
this: the religion of Islam ganed a gross expansion in Ogbomosoland and beyond.#?

7. Alfa Mahmud Uthman Ayilara (1917 — 1919)

Alta Mahmud was the son of Mallam Uthman. His father, Uthman known as Uthman
Ayilara mugrated form Ikoyi-Ile from the family of Adegun. The father later migrated
to llonn and studied under some scholars of the time. At the time he became sound
in [slamic education, he sojourned to Ogbomoso as a preacher. In recognition of his
erudition, the then Soun of Ogbomoso invited him to settle close to him and he
settled 1n a place presently called Ayilara compound, OkeAgbede. Due to the
controversy of elligibility that surrounded his ascension to the office of Imamship, he

led the Jumucat service just once after which he fell sick and was deputized till his
death in 1919.43

8. Alfa Salahudeen Aadunyin (1919-1933)

Alfa Salahudeen Adunyin, like some of his predecessors, acquired his knowledge of
Arabic and Islamic studies from scholars in Ilonn.Alfa SalahudeenAadunyin was
. versed in the knowledge of the Qur'an as he equally professed the use of selected
” verses of the Qur’an for the cure of people with mental retardation. Credited to him
is the establishment of a local Qur'anic class that produced great people such as a
later Imam of the town, Alfa Hamzah Alawiye, and a later Mufassir of the town, Alfa

Shehu Tyjani Opeloyeru 1
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m. a dispute that led to his suspension g,
| A

about the truth in the religron of Isla
- A } ’ " (‘ o l | : ol s ¢ '
k Imam Marut served in the capacity of ,

period before he was later called bac
upnght Imam until his death on 8% Augus! 1976. *4

11. Alfa Hamzat Ahmad Alawye (1976 ~ 2002)
a Mufassir when Imam Maruf Abogunde was the

Imam of the town. With the death of Alfa Maruf, Alfa Alawiye was made the ney
Imam of the town by Sewm Oba Jimoh Oladunn Oyewurnu in 1976, The Soun of
Ogbomosoland nade him the next Imam in appreciation of the modesty of Alfy
Alawiye in addition to his erudition and oration.
e of Imam Hamzat Alawiye that Ogbomoso witnessed the rise

of numerous Jumu'at mosques. During his own time, he allowed the formation of
Jumw'ah mosques not only in the town but in institutions of leaming and all the

mosques founded enjoyed the blessings of the Chief Imam.*®

Alfa Hamzat Ahmad Alawiye was

45

[t was dunng the tenu

12. Alfa Yakeen Ashafa Sanusi (2002 till date)
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The function of a Chiet Imam in Ogbomoso is not different from his functions in

any other Mushm towns. A close assessment of the functions of an Imam as
witnessed in the activities of the current Imim and recorded in the activities of the

past Chiet Imams include leading Muslims in the Jumm'at and ‘Td prayers, officiating
marnage and naming ceremonies, carrying out the Islamic nghts on the corpse of a
deceased Mushm, reconciling Muslims in dispute and especially among the Imams in
the town, playing a supervisory role on activities of Islamic institutions in the town
and some others>'The sermons delivered by the Chief Imdm on every Fnday and

on the ‘Iddays place him in the position of a preacher. Even though some youths in
Ogbomoso do complain of non-currency of some of the sermons delivered,>? it stil
remains relevant to mention that the sermons as observed, are exhibition of a long
time expenience of the Imim about life and living. Issues discussed in the sermon are
political, social, economic and religious. Current issues and the position of Islam are

equally discussed in the sermon >3

Conclusion and Recommendations

This study discussed the trend in Imamship in Ogbomoso. It .established that the
penetration of Islam into Ogbomoso is dated back to the founding of tl:ne town and
admitted that there is northem Nigenan factor in the spread of Islam mn the town.
Imam Yakeen Asafa who is currently the Chief Imam of the town 1s ﬁfe tw;dﬂh
Imam of the town. The criteria for appointment of Imam 1 Ogbomoso 1s bemng a
Muslim, coming from the traditional families of Imams of the town, having adequate
knowledge of Arabic and Islamic studies, bemng modest and being pious. Unlike what
is obtainable in some Yoruba muslim commumty mn the appomntment of Imam, n
Ogbomoso, the nftle 1s manageable because there 1s 2 designated famuly ﬂm‘t 1s always
entitled to the office and the discretion of the Imam overshadow the view of the

lars in the town.

noted that despite the numerous
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organized or anchored without his verbal permission. It 1s the hope of the ayg,,
hfﬁ:mﬂhesmadded to the ones shouldered by the Chle“mam ﬁhrz
_ be more modemised and the office of the >

S
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